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VIA Wins Gold in “Humanitarian Action & Services: Emerging Company or
Organization” Category and Earns the Community Voice Award at the Anthem Awards

Venezuelans and Immigrants Aid (VIA) was honored at the 5th Annual Anthem Awards with
the Gold award in the category “Humanitarian Action & Services: Emerging Company or
Organization” and received the Community Voice Award, selected by popular vote. This
double recognition places VIA among the most impactful social impact organizations
worldwide.

Both awards carry special significance because they were granted in a competition that
received more than 2000 entries from 42 countries. This achievement marks a historic
milestone for an independent, community-based, migrant led organization. The Anthem
Awards are presented by the International Academy of Digital Arts and Sciences, the
institution known internationally for the Webby Awards.

Patricia McLoughlin, General Manager of the Anthem Awards, stated that “this year’s winners
are a source of hope, and | am excited to celebrate their work with the world.”

VIA co founders and directors Niurka Meléndez and Héctor Arguinzones expressed their
gratitude. “We are deeply honored and proud to receive these awards, which represent an
important moment for the migrant community, a diverse and resilient community from many
Latin American countries, and for nonprofit organizations led by people who have
experienced displacement firsthand.”

They added, “At VIA we lead by example, always placing humanity, action, and solidarity
first. This recognition belongs to every volunteer who works with consistency and integrity, to
our partners and collaborators, to the community that trusts us, and above all to our beloved
Venezuela, which we continue dreaming of seeing free. Today we celebrate not only an
award but a turning point that shows how true empowerment is built through concrete
actions.”

About VIA

Venezuelans and Immigrants Aid (VIA) is a nonprofit, community based, and fully volunteer
run organization founded in 2016. It provides humanitarian assistance, legal orientation,
emergency resources, and community empowerment programs for asylum seekers, forcibly
displaced migrants, and vulnerable immigrant families in New York. Built by migrants for
migrants, VIA is recognized for its dignified, transparent, and consistent approach and
supports thousands of people every year with humanity and solidarity.
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About the Anthem Awards

Launched in 2021 by the Webby Awards, the Anthem Awards recognize purpose-driven work
and social impact initiatives in areas such as Humanitarian Action and Services, Human
Rights, DEI, Health, Education, Responsible Technology, and Sustainability. Their mission is
to amplify the voices that create real change and set a standard for work that inspires
communities to take action.

Judges for the fifth edition include Nancy Brown, CEO of the American Heart Association,
Anjelika Lours’ Kour, Creative Director and Managing Partner at DD.NYC®, Miguel Castro,
Director of Global Media Partnerships at the Gates Foundation, Belén Frau, Global
Communication and Positioning Manager at IKEA, Heather Malenshek, SVP and Chief
Marketing Officer at Land O’Lakes, Inc., Singleton Beato, Global EVP and Chief Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion Officer at McCann Worldgroup, Trovon Williams, Senior Vice President
of Marketing and Communications at NAACP, Lauren Garcimonde Fisher, Vice President of
Brand at Planned Parenthood, Roma McCaig, Chief Public Affairs and Impact Officer at REI
Co op, Brett Peters, Global Lead for TikTok for Good at TikTok, and Michelle Waring, Steward
for Sustainability and Social Impact at Tom’s of Maine, among others.
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VIA obtiene el Oro en la categoria “Humanitarian Action & Services: Emerging
Company or Organization” y el Community Voice Award en los Anthem Awards

Venezuelans and Immigrants Aid fue galardonada en la 5.2 edicion de los Anthem Awards
con el oro en la categoria Humanitarian Action & Services: Emerging Company or
Organization y con el Community Voice Award, elegido por el voto popular. Este doble logro
sitla a la VIA entre las organizaciones de mayor relevancia en el ambito del impacto social
en el mundo.

Ambos premios cobran especial significado al haberse otorgado en una competencia que
reunido mas de 2.000 postulaciones provenientes de 42 paises, |o que convierte a este
doble reconocimiento en un logro histérico para una organizacién comunitaria, independiente
y liderada por migrantes. Los Anthem Awards forman parte de la International Academy of
Digital Arts & Sciences, institucién reconocida internacionalmente por los Webby Awards.

Patricia McLoughlin, directora general de los Anthem Awards, destacé que “los ganadores
de este afo son una fuente de esperanza y estoy emocionada de celebrar su trabajo con el
mundo.”

Por su parte, Niurka Meléndez y Héctor Arguinzones, cofundadores y directores de VIA,
expresaron que "nos sentimos profundamente honrados y orgullosos de recibir estos
premios que marcan un hito para la comunidad migrante, una comunidad diversa, resiliente
y proveniente de multiples paises hispanoamericanos, y para las organizaciones sin fines de
lucro lideradas por quienes han vivido el desplazamiento en carne propia.

Adicionalmente, Meléndez y Arguinzones enfatizaron que en “VIA lideramos con el ejemplo,
poniendo siempre por delante la humanidad, las acciones y la solidaridad. Este
reconocimiento es de cada voluntario que trabaja con constancia, coherencia y entrega; de
nuestros aliados y colaboradores; de la comunidad que confia en nosotros; y, sobre todo, de
nuestra amada Venezuela, a la que seguimos sofiando ver libre muy pronto. Hoy
celebramos no solo un premio, sino también un antes y un después que demuestran que el
verdadero empoderamiento se construye con acciones concretas."

Sobre VIA

Venezuelans and Immigrants Aid (VIA) es una organizacion sin fines de lucro, comunitaria y
100% operada por voluntarios desde 2016. Ofrece asistencia humanitaria, orientacién legal,
recursos de emergencia y programas de empoderamiento comunitario para solicitantes de
asilo, migrantes forzados y familias inmigrantes vulnerables en Nueva York. Construida por
migrantes para migrantes, VIA es un referente por su enfoque digno, transparente y
constante, y sirve cada afo a miles de personas con humanidad y solidaridad.
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Sobre los Anthem Awards

Lanzados en 2021 por los Webby Awards, los Anthem Awards reconocen el trabajo con
propésito e impacto social en areas como Accién Humanitaria y Servicios, Derechos
Humanos, DEI, Salud, Educacién, Tecnologia Responsable y Sostenibilidad. Su misién es
amplificar las voces que generan cambios reales y establecer un nuevo estandar de trabajo
que inspire a las comunidades a actuar.

Entre los jueces de la quinta edicion se encuentran Nancy Brown, directora ejecutiva de
American Heart Association; Anjelika Lours’ Kour, directora creativa y socia gerente de
DD.NYC®; Miguel Castro, director de Alianzas Globales de Medios en la Fundacién Gates;
Belén Frau, gerente global de Comunicacion y Posicionamiento en IKEA; Heather
Malenshek, SVP y directora de Marketing en Land O’Lakes, Inc.; Singleton Beato, Global
EVP y directora de DEI en McCann Worldgroup; Trovon Williams, vicepresidente senior de
Marketing y Comunicaciones en NAACP; Lauren Garcimonde-Fisher, vicepresidenta de
Marca en Planned Parenthood; Roma McCaig, directora de Asuntos Publicos e Impacto en
REI Co-op; Brett Peters, lider global de TikTok for Good en TikTok; y Michelle Waring,
gestora de Sostenibilidad y Responsabilidad Social en Tom’s of Maine, entre otros.





